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RECEIVED

Mr. John A. Biggs, Director

.. Department of Ecology D

4245 P.0. Box 829 ' -
"7 Olympia, WA 98504

TMENT OF ECOLOGY
NE REGIONAL OFFICE

< 'Jﬁii Identification and Control of Polychiorinated Biphenyls
Dear Hzébﬁiggs:

In the fall of 1975, EPA began a nationwide effort to identify and control
sources of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's) which were entering the environ-
.~~ ment. As part of this effort, the following Washington facilities were

2+ inspected and sampled: CE::T—___‘_—’%ggy
T 1. General Electric Co., Spokane

2. Spokane Transformer Co., Spokane&=—""___
.3, General Electric Co., Kent
\ 4, Westinghouse Electric Co., Seattle
(: ) 5. Georgia Pacific Corp., Bellingham
6. Boise Cascade Corp., Vancouver
7. United Transformer, Kirkland

In addition to the above facilities, Mr. Gary Rothwe]],of the DOE Industrial
Section in Olympia submitted an effluent sample from the Fibreboard mill in
Sumner to EPA for analysis.

The General Electric, Westinghouse, United Transformer, and Spokane Trans-
former plants are transformer service and repair facilities. The paper
companies operate paper recycling plants. Each type of facility represents
a potential source of PCB's.

Attached are the results of the sample analyses performed by our laboratory
and the inspection reports on five of the facilities. Reports were not pre-
pared on the paper companies since only an effluent sample from the recycling
plant was taken.

As can be noted in the attached information, the electrical service facilities,
with the exception of United Transformer, have PCB levels of concern--partic-
ularly General Electric, Spokane and Westinghouse, Seattle. Further, the
sample from Fibreboard showed significant PCB concentrations, which indicate

a need for further investigation to locate the source.
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i3 Ecology has not commenced appropriate actions within sixty days, the Environ-

® 2 ®
Specific problems related to handling practices are jdentified in the in-
spection reports, and corrective actions to minimize the potential for PCB's
to enter the environment are recommended. Of particular concern to EPA is

the high level of PCB contamination in storm drains and soil samples in the
vicinity of the electrical service plants.

‘In accordance with the effort to control PCB's, EPA is hereby requesting the
Washington Department of Ecology to initiate appropriate compliance actions
. on these plants to correct the probiems identified during the inspections. .
We also request that you keep us advised of your actions by providing us
copies of relevant correspondence and documents. 1f¥ the Department of

mental Protection Agency will consider the plants to be candidates for
immediate Federal enforcement actions and will proceed accordingly.

For your information, we are attaching a copy of the separate stonn sewer
regulations recently promuigated by EPA. In particular, your attention is
called to Sections 124.83(a§(1) and (a)(2), which would be applicable to the
Genera) Electric and Westinghouse facilities. Also attached is the June 3,
1976 memo from the Acting Director of the Permits Division regarding PCB effluent
limitations in NPDES permits.

. Should you have any questions, I would be pleased to assist you, or should
your staff have any questions, please have them contact James Sweeney at
(206) 442-1213.

Sincerely,

L&l i Coats

L. Edwin Coate
Deputy Regional Administrator

Attachments |

cc: Washington Operations Office, EPA, w/ attach
Surveillance & Analysis Div., EPA, w/o attach
Dick Burkhalter, DOE, w/ attach
_~Bruce Camercn, DOE, w/ attach
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MORANDUM CHECK

: INFORMATON ———
FOR ACTION

- SERMIT ..
- DTi'iER
]
— Bruce Zsmeron '
' ' Siate of
cnon.___ Roger Ray washingion
SUBJECT: ldentificatlon and Control of

Pc!vch!orinated Binhenyls

Date: November 15, 1976

2. Spokane Transformer, Sookane.

This plant was visitad on tha afternoon of ‘'lovember 12, 1975, by Phil
Y111iams and myself., The contact +here was Mr. Jerry overton, plant
owner slince 1973. Hr, Overton was chown the EPA report and the ana<
lytical results of the soil samples taken by the EPA {nspectdonoon
April 15, 1576.

This contact was not at all satisfactory. Mr. Overton stataed he has
never used any material containing PC3, did not belleve the previous
owners add and rafused to belleve that the samples could have con~
salned any PC3. ‘e did not request permission to Inspect the Inside
of the plant. From the tone of our conversation, it is doubtful If
| wuch permission would have been granted.

when the subject of removal of soll contaminated with PC3 was brought
up, Mr. dverton was quite unresponsive, almost openly hostile. lle
stated he dld not own the building or Yand. hence, had no authority
to excavate. This may be true, but my Interpretatlon of his attirude
was that he would refuse under any conditions.

he building and ground is cwned by Mr. 3izhard Boyce, “oute Z,

Box 7h2, Seguim, VA 49332, +r, Qverton jeases from him. The

hus lness was formerly owned and cperated by Mr. Boycs who is now
retired. ‘inder the situation, it appears Mr. Boyce may be the re=
sponsible party. H#r. Dverton did allow us to collect 3 soil sample
from the rzar (north) side of the plant building. This sample snould
se analyzed, but we need o know where O send It, etc.

seneraily, ®r. Dverton was uncooperative, taking the attltude that

no problem existed and even 1f soﬂdmﬂlemommwmwd,m WAD WD
responsibility to clsan it um. Hls statement to the effect that ‘hae

's running a business’® and government inspectors, requlations, 2tc..

were not welcome, sums up hls attitude in my opinion.

“hls mapo constltutes this of tca's rasponse to the EPA request for esn=
fsrcament. The General Electric plant wiil follow recormendations and we
will follow up. Spokane Transtcrmer 4111 do nothing. e do have one
_ soil sample from that alant which should ke anaivzed. ‘'le are of the
‘“_M) opinion that this discharges our commitmant to raspond to the &PA roguest.

AKR:zdn _ .
Danial J. Evans, Governor John A Biggs. Director  Spokane, WA 98207 Telephone (509) 456-2926
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MEMORANDUM
TO: iy Coram e
_/
FROM: Taner Gou :
) \\
SUBJECT: l-';EF;f"F!Q.'-I?'I{'*ﬂ =t rﬂﬂfr‘r\1 ~F

Polvenlarinated Cinhenvl=

DATE: Hovembar 17, 1878

This memo is In response to the letter from Hr. L. Edwin Coatc, EFA. to

Mr. Bigns dated October 17, 1975, concerning thc above subject.

Survaary of action taken by Eastern Regions) 0ffice:

CHECK
INFORMATON
FOR ACTION
PERMIT,
OTHER

Sate
washingion
Deparmment
Of ECOIORY
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OATE: APR 3 1%0 .

SUBJECT:

FROM:

TO:

THRU:

Potential Hazardous Site Inspection
Spokane Transformer, Spokane, Washington

James Hileman %Q
Sanitary Engineer

John Barich, Manager
Uncontro11ed Hazardous Waste Site Program

Ben Eusebio, Chief Jog,

Surveillance Branch

On March 13, 1980, a preliminary hazardous waste inspection was
performed at the Spokane Transformer p1ant located at Spokane,
Washington.

Participants

Mr. James Hileman EPA, Seattle

Mr. Jim Malm DOE, Washington

Mr. Don Rohrer Realtor (James Black & Co.)

The Spokane Transformer site is currently empty and up for sale. We
gained entry to the facility through Don Rohrer of James S. Black

‘Realty Co.

The Spokane Transformer site consists of a large empty building with
a narrow strip of usable land behind the building. The surrounding
area is strictly industrial in nature.

Mr. Richard Boyce, owner of the buiiding and land, originally
operated Spokane Transformer. During the period 1970 through 1979,
Spokane Transformer was Teased and operated by Mr. Jerry Overton.
Mr. Overton's operation consisted of building non-PCB type
transformers according to Rodger Ray (DOE).

On April 15, 1976, Dan Tangarone (EPA) attempted to inspectvthe
Spokane Transformer facility, but was denied entrance. PLB's were
found in the two soil samples obtained from the rear of the Spokane
Transformer building.

Lab # Date Time Location Total PCB
16305 760415 1340 In the rear near west side 150%
16306 760415 1341  In the rear near center 16,500*

*Results expressed in ug/g sediment wet wt. basis.

( A Form 1320-6 (Rev. 3-76)
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